
 

 

The caserne was formally renamed Campbell Barracks on 23 August 1948 in memory of 
Staff Sergeant Charles L. Campbell, 14th Infantry Regiment, 71st Infantry Division, who 
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross posthumously for extraordinary heroism. On 
28 March 1945, 2 days before the surrender of Heidelberg, Staff Sergeant Campbell led a 
patrol across the Rhine River near Mannheim and was killed while covering the withdrawal 
of his patrol as it returned to the west bank with valuable information.  

Until July 1949 the Commander in Chief, EUCOM, was also the U.S. Military Governor of 
occupied Germany. His office and personal staff were in Berlin. The ranking officer in 
Heidelberg was the EUCOM Chief of Staff. While Lieutenant General Clarence R. Huebner 
was the EUCOM Chief of Staff, the riding hall in building 31 was converted to a casino, 
which opened on 4 March 1949. In the summer of 1994, V Corps headquarters moved from 
Frankfurt to Campbell Barracks.

Origins of the Caserne 
After World War I the Versailles Treaty of 1919 restricted the defeated German nation to a 
small self-defense force limited to not more than 100,000 personnel. The National Socialist 
regime came to power in January 1933 when Adolf Hitler became Chancellor. The new 
Government lost no time in taking steps to disregard what it perceived as unjustified terms 
of the 1919 treaty. In October 1933 Germany gave formal notice of its withdrawal from the 
League of Nations. In March 1935 compulsory military service was reinstated and a major 
buildup of the German armed forces began.

As part of the buildup, the 110th Infantry Regiment was activated in May 1936 and 
scheduled for stationing in Heidelberg. The existing Grenadier-Kaserne (now Patton 
Barracks) was not large enough to accommodate the regiment. Accordingly, a new 
installation was built in 1937 on what was then farmland on the southern outskirts of 
Heidelberg near the suburb of Rohrbach.

At first unnamed, the new installation was designated Großdeutschland-Kaserne after 
Austria became part of the German Empire in March 1938.

Stories linking Großdeutschland-Kaserne to the Großdeutschland-Division of World War II 
have no foundation. The Kaserne predates the division, which was not formed until May 
1942 when it was activated as an armored infantry (Panzer- Grenadier) division and later 
reorganized and redesignated an armored (Panzer) division. Neither the division nor any of 
its subordinate units were ever stationed in Heidelberg, nor was the 110th Infantry 
Regiment ever as-signed or attached to the Großdeutschland-Division.



When completed, the new Kaserne in Heidelberg became the home of the 110th infantry 
Regiment's headquarters, its 1st Battalion, and its two regimental support companies. The 
regiment's 2d Battalion was stationed at Loretto-Kaserne (Hammonds Barracks) in 
Seckenheim, and the 3d Battalion at Grenadier-Kaseme (Patton Barracks).

At Großdeutschland-Kaserne the regimental staff occupied the north wing of what is now 
building 7; the 1st Battalion staff had the south wing. Buildings 3 and 5 were the Kantine 
with a dining facility, recreation room, and a snackbar where troops could buy food and 
drink when off duty. The upper floors of buildings 3 and 5 provided living quarters for the 
staff of these facilities, usually retired career soldiers and their families.

The 1st, 2d, and 3d (rifle) Companies of the 1st Battalion were billeted in buildings 9, 13, 
and 8, respectively; the 4th (heavy weapons) Company in building 15; the 13th (cannon) 
Company in building 14; and the 14th (antitank) Company in building 12.

Building 31-south provided stables for the horses of the 1st Battalion staff and the 4th 
(heavy weapons) Company, while building 3 1-north had stables for the regimental staff 
and the 13th (cannon) Company. Building 16 contained quarantine stalls for sick and 
injured horses. Arms rooms were in buildings 28 and 37. The regimental blacksmith was in 
building 25. The section of building 31 connecting buildings 31-south and 31-north was a 
riding hall. The parking lot in front of the building was a riding ring. Building 18 was a drill 
hall. The parade ground to the west of building 7 has been a parade ground since the 
caserne was built.

The four figures above the main gate to Campbell Barracks on Romerstrasse symbolize key 
periods in German history. The figure on the left represents the first part of this century 
from World War I through the German Third Reich of the 1930s and early 1940s; the figure 
second from the left symbolizes the late 19th century, German unification, and the 
establishment of the German Second Empire of 1871; the figure second from the right is a 
Hessian dragoon of 1806; and the figure on the far right represents a Württemberg light 
infantryman (Jager) of 1805.

History of the 110th Infantry Regiment 
Technically the dissolution of the German Empire after World War I marks a complete break 
in the traditions and lineage of the units that had served in the Imperial Army. Thus the 
110th Infantry Regiment that was activated in May 1936 as part of the new Wehrmacht 
does not trace its lineage to any unit of the past.

A traditional attachment exists, however, between the city of Heidelberg and another 
infantry regiment that once bore the numerical designation 110.

Stained-glass windows in the anteroom to the Commander in Chiefs office in the Keyes 
Building show the coats of arms of Baden, Bavaria, and Prussia, with inscriptions 
commemorating the 2d Line Infantry Regiment; the 2d Infantry Regiment (Prinz von 
Preußen) (Prince of Prussia); the 2d Infantry Regiment (König von Preußen) (King of 
Prussia); the 3d Battalion, 36th Infantry Regiment; and the 2d Battalion, 110th Infantry 
Regiment.

Similar windows in the office of the executive officer to the Commander in Chief have 
stained-glass windows with the coats of arms of the cities of Durlach, Heidelberg, Konstanz, 
Mannheim, Speyer, and Wetzlar.



These windows date from the time the caserne was built as the home of the 110th Infantry 
Regiment and testify to the new regiment's allegiance to units from Germany's past, despite 
there being no direct lineage. The windows provide a glimpse of the military history of 
southwestern Germany back to the mid-19th century.

After the revolutions of 1848 the army of the Grand Duchy of Baden was organized with ten 
separate battalions. On 22 October 1852 the Baden army was reorganized into four 2-
battalion regiments and two separate battalions. The former 4th and 7th Battalions were 
merged with the 2d Line Infantry Regiment and designated as the 1st and 2d Battalions of 
the regiment, which was stationed at Rastatt where today the ducal palace houses the 
German Army Museum (Wehrgeschichtliches Museum).

In September 1856 Grand Duke Friedrich of Baden married Princess Luise, daughter of 
Prince Wilhelm of Prussia. The following year, on 9 August 1857, the Grand Duke made his 
father-in-law chief of the regiment and named it the 2d Infantry Regiment, Prinz von 
Preußen. The prince was an honorary colonel of the regiment while a regular army colonel 
commanded it. The regiment moved W Mannheim in 1857. In 1859 the regiment again 
moved, this time to Konstanz on the Bodensee (Lake Constance) . When King Friedrich 
Wilhelm IV died on 5 January 1861, Prince Wilhelm ascended the Prussian throne as King 
Wilhelm I, whereupon the regiment was redesignated the 2d Infantry Regiment, König von 
Preußen. After the Seven Weeks War between Austria and Prussia (June through August 
1866), the regiment was again stationed in Mannheim.

In 1867 a third battalion was added to the regiment. The headquarters of the 1 St and 2d 
Battalions remained in Mannheim, while the 3d Battalion was stationed in Durlach near 
Karlsruhe. The following year, the 3d Battalion moved to Mannheim and the 2d Battalion 
moved first to Rastatt, then to Durlach

As a result of the regiment's fine performance in the annual fall maneuvers, the Grand Duke 
once more redesignated the regiment on 9 September 1869 (the Duke's birthday) as the 2d 
Grenadier Regiment, König von Preußen.

After German unification and the creation of the Second Empire, King Wilhelm of Prussia 
was formally proclaimed Emperor (Kaiser) Wilhelm I on 18 January 1871. Thereafter the 
regiment was again renamed on 2 April 1871 as the 2d Baden Grenadier Regiment, Kaiser 
Wilhelm I, Nr. 110.

Late in 1880 another restationing was directed, and on 31 March 1881 the 2d Battalion, 2d 
Baden Grenadier Regiment, Kaiser Wilhelm I, Nr. 110, arrived in Heidelberg. This 
established the ties between Heidelberg, the regiment, and the units from the Baden Army 
that preceded it. The regimental headquarters and its 1st and 3d Battalions remained in 
Mannheim.

Wilhelm died on 9 March 1888 and was succeeded by his son who became Kaiser Fried rich 
III. Fried rich was already fatally ill when he ascended the throne and died on 15 June 1888. 
Friedrich was succeeded by his son who became Kaiser Wilhelm II. More than 5 years later, 
Kaiser Wilhelm II took the title of regimental chief on 14 September 1893. The name of the 
regiment was not changed.

After World War I the Imperial German Army was disbanded and replaced by a small self-
defense force, the Reichswehr, which was limited to 100,000 men. As part of the buildup of 
the new Wehrmacht under the National Socialist regime, a new 110th Infantry Regiment 



was formed in 1936 with three battalions. One of these was made up of Bavarian State 
Police (Landespolizei) converted to Army personnel; another was similarly organized with 
members of the Baden State Police; and the third was organized around the core of a 
company of the 3d Battalion, 36th Infantry Regiment, transferred from Wetzlar and 
redesignated. The formal entry of the regiment into Heidelberg was marked on 7 October 
1937 with a march through the city.

As part of the 33d Infantry Division, the 110th Infantry Regiment fought in the 1940 
campaign against France, which resulted in 7 officers and 189 enlisted members of the 
regiment being killed, 11 officers and 493 enlisted being wounded, and 1 officer and 26 
enlisted declared missing.

After withdrawing from France in the fall of 1940, the 33d Infantry Division was reorganized 
as an armored division and the 110th Infantry Regiment was transferred to the 112th 
Infantry Division. The regiment then fought on the Eastern Front on 26 July 1941 at Stary 
Bychow on the Dniepr River. By February 1944 the regiment had been reduced to a 
battalion-size battle group (Regimentsgruppe). After the battle at Tscherkassy and the 
breakout from the encirclement on 18 and 19 February 1944, what remained of the 112th 
Infantry Division was reorganized in early April as the 110th Grenadier Regiment to become 
the 1st Battalion; the survivors of the 110th Infantry Regiment became the 2d Battalion of 
the reorganized 110th Grenadier Regiment; the remaining personnel of the divisional units 
were formed into the regimental headquarters and headquarters company and the 13th 
(cannon) and 14th (antitank) Companies.

In its reduced size, the regiment remained in action through the summer and fall of 1944 
and was decimated during the winter retreat of 1944 to 1945. By mid-February 1945 the 
regiment was so reduced in strength that its remnants were assigned to other units and the 
regiment itself was dropped from the rolls of the German army.

To mark the opening of  
Großdeutschland-Kaserne, 

the 110th Infantry Regiment marched 
through Heidelberg on 7 October 1937.

SOURCES 
Excerpts were taken from a booklet prepared by the Military History Office, Headquarters, 
United States Army, Europe, and Seventh Army. The primary source for post-World War II 
information was the Headquarters USAREUR organizational history file, supplemented by 
the records of the Directorate of Engineering and Housing, U.S. Army Military Community 
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For the early years and the history of the 110th Infantry Regiment, we are indebted to the 
Wehrgeschichtliches Museum at Rastatt; to Dr. Ing. Dietrich Lang, who supervised the 
construction of the installation in 1937; to Hauptfeldwebel Hans-Günter Herdin of the 
German Territorial Southern Command, who graciously shared the results of his extensive 
research into the military history of Heidelberg; and to members of the 110th Infantry 
Regiment veterans association - Frau Gudrun Busse, who made a number of books and 
documents available; Herr Wilhelm Knoblauch, former lieutenant and member of the 1st 
Company, 1st Battalion, 110th Infantry Regiment; Herr August Mertes, who as a first 
lieutenant commanded the 13th (cannon) Company; and Herr Gustav Bausch, former 
Master Farrier (Oberbeschlagmeister) of the 110th Infantry Regiment.

Source documents for the history of the 110th Infantry Regiment included: 
Becker, Geschichte des 2. badischen Grenadier-Regiments Kaiser Wilhelm Nr. 110, Ernst 
Siegfried Mittler und Sohn, Berlin, 1877; Kurzgefaßte Geschichte des 2. badischen 
Grenadier-Regiments Kaiser Wilhelm L Nr 110, Bajanz & Studer, Berlin, n.d. [ca. 1890-
1990]; v. L'Estocq, Geschichte des 2. badischen Grenadier-Regiments Kaiser Wilhelm L Nr. 
110, Verlag von Carl Jacobsen, Leipzig, n.d. [ca. 1905-06]; Festschrift, 110er Tag 2. 3. 4. 
Juli 1927, J. Ph. Walther Buch und Kunstdruckerei, Mannheim, n.d. [July 1927]; MG (ret.) 
Ullmer and MAJ (ret.) Schenk, Das badische Inf Rgt. 110 (sic), no publisher or date [post-
World War II]; Order of Battle of the German Army, March 1945, Military Intelligence 
Division, War Department, Washington, D.C., 1945; John A. English, A Perspective on 
Infantry, Praeger Publishers, New York, 1981.


